CHRISTIAN GROWTH KEYS

KEY NO. 23 – A KEY TO SHARING OUR FAITH - UNDERSTANDING HUMANITY
Once we become a Christian we have the responsibility and privilege of helping others to come to Christ. The Apostle Paul wrote, “Now all things are of God, who has reconciled us to Himself through Jesus Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation, that is, that God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not imputing their trespasses to them, and has committed to us the word of reconciliation.” (2 Corinthians 5:18-19) Jesus Himself said to His disciples, “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature.” (Mark 16:15) In the book of Proverbs we read, “And he who wins souls is wise.” (Proverbs 11:30) 

Being baptized in the Holy Spirit empowers us to witness to others (Acts 1:8) – See Growth Key No. 20 – Jesus Himself told His disciples to depend on the Holy Spirit when asked to defend their faith. In the gospel of Luke we read the words of Jesus. “Therefore settle it in your hearts not to meditate beforehand on what you will answer; for I will give you a mouth and wisdom which all your adversaries will not be able to contradict or resist.” (Luke 21:14-15)

When sharing our faith with others we need to depend on the Holy Spirit. The Apostle Peter also emphasised the importance of depending on God when ministering to (and sharing our faith) with others.  “If anyone speaks, let him speak as the oracles of God. If anyone ministers, let him do it as with the ability which God supplies, that in all things, God may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom belong the glory and the dominion forever and ever. Amen.” (1 Peter 4:11)

However it is also good to prepare ourselves for the opportunities that God gives us, to share our faith with others by being diligent in studying the word of God and by gaining a greater understanding of those around us. The Apostle Paul also emphasized the importance of study and being prepared to share a word in season and out of season.  The Apostle Paul wrote, “Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.” (2 Timothy 2:15) “All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work.” (2 Timothy 3:16-17) “*Preach the word! Be ready in season and out of season. Convince, rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and teaching.” (2 Timothy 4:1-2)
In this growth key I will be first sharing seven general characteristics or traits of humanity. I will then share seven reasons why Christ is the answer to every human need. The Apostle Paul wrote, “And my God shall supply all your need according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 4:19) Jesus Himself said, “But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things (the things we need in life) shall be added to you.” (Matthew 6:31-33) Understanding both humanity and how Christ can meet our every need in life, helps us to better share the gospel with others.
SEVEN GENERAL TRAITS OF HUMANITY (PARTICULARLY FOR THOSE NOT BORN AGAIN)
i)  Without a relationship with Jesus Christ there is an emptiness and loneliness that cannot be filled by any other person, thing or activity. We were made to worship the LORD and to be in a relationship with Him. There is a void in every life that can only be filled by having a relationship with Jesus Christ. Many people drink, take drugs, become workaholics, or lovers of pleasure to try and cope with the emptiness of a life without a relationship with Jesus. 
ii)   All people have a desire to be loved and accepted by others. We were made to be in relationship with others. Only God can love us perfectly.
iii)   We all need to have a sense of belonging. That is why God designed the family unit. It is not good for man to be alone. People struggle most when they have been isolated and rejected by others.
iv)   The heart of an unsaved person is deceitful and desperately wicked. In the book of Jeremiah we read, “The heart is deceitful above all things, And desperately wicked; Who can know it? (Jeremiah 17:9) The apostle Paul wrote on the characteristics of human nature (the flesh) for those who are not in an intimate personal relationship with the LORD and who are not walking in the Spirit. “Now the works of the flesh are evident, which are: adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lewdness, idolatry, sorcery, hatred, contentions, jealousies, outbursts of wrath, selfish ambitions, dissensions, heresies, envy, murders, drunkenness, revelries, and the like; of which I tell you beforehand, just as I also told you in time past, that those who practice such things will not inherit the Kingdom of God.” (Galatians 5:19-21)

In general there is a tendency for people to want to live for themselves, to be independent, to more readily see the faults in others than in themselves and to want more that what they have. The Bible makes it clear “for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,” (Romans 3:23) 
v) People have a tendency to have fears and worries about things in life. (Fear of the future, fear of sickness or death, having a lack of money, or a fear of failure) Many people have a fear of being rejected by others, to be alone, or abandoned by others. For this reason peer group pressure has a big influence on many people.
vi) People’s past failures and disappointments often affect their future choices. A person’s past experiences, upbringing and mistakes often prevent them from living a future full of purpose and meaning. Many people live with regrets and struggle with guilt and shame from the wrong choices that they have made in their life. (A typical example is when women have made a hasty decision to have an abortion when they were young)
vii) Every person needs to have a purpose or meaning for living. Where there is no vision people perish. Every person needs hope for the future. Every person would like to think that they can live a life of significance
SEVEN REASONS WHY CHRIST IS THE ANSWER TO ALL OF OUR NEEDS IN LIFE:  HE OFFERS EVERYONE 
1) FORGIVENESS OF SINS (Isaiah 1:18) NO MORE SHAME OR GUILT  We can enjoy the presence of God (Acts 3:19)
When we come to Christ all of our sins are forgiven and forgotten by God and all of our shame is dissolved in the Blood of Jesus Christ. The LORD Himself said to the people of Israel through the prophet Isaiah, “I, even I, am He who blots out your transgressions for My own sake; And I will not remember your sins.” (Isaiah 43:25) The Apostle John wrote, “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” (1 John 1:9)  

2) A FRESH START TO LIFE: GOD IS THE GOD OF SECOND AND THIRD AND FOURTH CHANCES

When we come to Christ we have a new start to life and we become part of God’s Kingdom and family (a child of God). The Apostle Paul wrote, “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things have become new.” (2 Corinthians 5:17) God is able to perform miracles in the lives of those who turn to Him. God is able to restore broken lives and to pull people out of the deepest of pits when they surrender their lives to Jesus Christ. King David wrote, “Bless the Lord, O my soul, And forget not all His benefits; Who forgives all your iniquities, Who heals all your diseases, who redeems your life from destruction, Who crowns you with loving kindness and tender mercies, Who satisfies your mouth with good things, So that your youth is renewed like the eagle’s.” (Psalm 103:2-5)

3) A FUTURE: GOD HAS A UNIQUE PLAN AND DESTINY FOR OUR LIFE WITH ETERNAL REWARDS
God has a unique plan for every believer’s life which is full of purpose and meaning. The Apostle Paul wrote, “For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.” (Ephesians 2:10) God rewards and honours those who are prepared to lay down their lives to follow His plan for their life.
4) FELLOWSHIP WITH HIM AND OTHERS: (WE WILL NEVER EVER BE TOTALLY ALONE IN LIFE)
When we come to Christ and are Born Again, we enter into an intimate personal relationship with the LORD. Once we are born again, God also begins to connect us with other believers to help us to grow in our faith. As believers, even when we are alone and separated from our loved ones, God is with us. The Apostle Paul wrote, “For I am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels nor principalities nor powers, nor things present nor things to come, nor height nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Romans 8:38-39)
5) FULLNESS OF LIFE AND HEALTH: FREEDOM TO BE ALL THAT GOD HAS CALLED US TO BE IN LIFE
Knowing the LORD and following His plan for our lives is the key to experiencing the abundant life that Jesus spoke of. In His presence is fullness of joy. (Psalm 16:11) Jesus Himself said, “The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy.  I have come that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly.” (John 10:10) Jesus also said, “If you abide in My word you are My disciples indeed.  And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.” (John 8:31-32) As Christians we can also walk in divine health (1 Peter 2:24) and tap into God’s Kingdom resources and privileges. (Ephesians 1:3) (Matthew 6:33) 
6) HIS FAITHFULNESS AND COMMITMENT TO ALL WHO BELIEVE IN HIM (WE CAN DEPEND ON HIM)
As Christians we can depend on God’s absolute faithfulness. “... For He Himself has said, “I will never leave you nor forsake you.” (Hebrews 13:5) In Jeremiah we read, “Blessed is the man who trusts in the Lord, And whose hope is the Lord.  For he shall be like a tree planted by the waters, Which spreads out its roots by the river, And will not fear when heat comes; But its leaf will be green, And will not be anxious in the year of drought, Nor will cease from yielding fruit.” (Jeremiah 17:7-8) In the book of Lamentations we read, “Through the LORD’s mercies we are not consumed, because His compassions fail not. They are new every morning; Great is you faithfulness.” (Lamentations 3:22-23) AND
7) A FOREVER HOPE (ETERNAL LIFE) When we repent and believe in Jesus Christ, death no longer has any sting. For Christians, to be absent from the body is to be with the Lord. (2 Corinthians 5:8) Jesus Himself said, “I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in Me, though he may die, he shall live. And whoever lives and believes in Me shall never die...” (John 11:25-26) We all as believers have a wonderful future home in the presence of God. (Revelation 21:3) In the book of Revelation we also read, “And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes; there shall be no more death, nor sorrow, nor crying. There shall be no more pain, for the former things have passed away.” (Revelation 21:3)
